Rehgmus group finds a h@

Snmety bunid_s lts 1st center in U 5

By LDI'T]" Willhm: Ly
St werter - oL . T
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" In ane smail setton of the spa-
_cious meeting ball; & floor-lamp
-rasts o dirn light over the partrait_
of a man who. Lb-:usaudshe]mam
& living saifit, | NGRS

' The menls Gunntlzf Stnghihe:
Te“.a-:ier of the Radhai Sodml Soclety.
Beas-America, a 100ytar-old East-
«efii religion Based I India’ & por--
trait of his pre:demﬁar. ﬂl‘l:ztran
Singh, is pearby."

: The portrails: lmk mll. info-the
Leart of the mebting Hall!. The. hall,
‘which sils” off US: 301 south of
Fayelteville, 15 the [ifst center
Built by ‘i g:rmip i i {I'mtad
" Stales.” TR e

Early | E:l‘['ﬂru Ln‘htlild ﬂn.-. 'I:EHIE:.'.'
wrere met with ﬂppumﬂml And ques-
huns. Radha Eaami :3 5LTII a l:nrs-

tery {o some, hut since the initial
. publicity the groep bas quietly Et:t-_

ted into & new home.~ i

Saventy to 100 people meet hernﬁ
ool gelret ity il s
erent . religious t..1
ihey all believe that foitowing the .#-.ef;ﬁ'f: S *'":“'t

. Racha-Soami faith w.u he]p tbsu'
souls refurn to God.- - gt

“It‘sﬂnbﬁllhlngl‘?ew

found,” sall Herb Fuller, who strid-.
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fed "other religions before joinlng' '.:':‘1”

ihe Radhs Scaml I 1980

Aried to ind something wrimg

it, I really have. Butl it just keeps

getling betler end better,” _
The term Radna Soami means

"Lord of the sonls.” Those who ad-

bere to the falth are called satsan-. §

gis. The center In Fayelleville iz
referred to as a Science of the

See Soclety, Page 4A
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i From Page 1A
Souls Study Center.
The Radha Soaml are vogetarl-
ars, They don'l drink elcohol or
< lake mind-altering drugs. They be-
alleve In living B moral fe. And
- they meditate 2'% hours & day.
Members also balleve {n Pnrmﬂ end
. reincarnation.
“The idea s that every llving
+ thing ... re part of the craatlen Is
- part of God and therefore hat n
5 soul,” Eald Dr. John Templer, a re-
- Alred professor snd the group's

« sastern .S, spokesman, “And when

» Lhia perticular life ends then you
~u1|| come back agein Into some:
thing clee. Tt may be another bu-
~man, oF IL may be & trec, or n
- Tlower, or & dog, or Anything thal's
: milve”
_ 'There are no praseribed number
+of lives n person has to go through.
» A poreon’s destiny iz related to his
i:arr".a or good and bad actions, A
* humar beirg ie the highast form in
Iwh]ch & parson relurna,
= “Tha reason (he human form Is
., the kighest form |5 IUs reslly the
~onty [ife form thel has diserotion,
thal iz, the power of meking good
e OF bed choices” Templer gald.
,“Therefore we ata the only form
uhlth Iz ulllmately able lo teturn
“to the croelor. You can't go back if
you're In the form of a cow, or a
dog, or & tree. You've got Lo wall
Flmtn you ‘get to the humen form." .

: :Mnny questions.

r; Herb Fuller s 8 relired mechan-:
yi¢ for & vending mechine tompany.'
+He maved Lo Hope Mlills from Phil-
yedelphia about three yeafs ago. He

*kp:-nds a lew davs B week at the
,canter, which alto serves as a re-
lhlnnal distribution center for hooks,
¢ videos, tapes and other materlale.
*I Fuller seid thet as a teen-ager
r-hH had many questions aboul God
vand religinn.

;j "I used to drive the minister
trat:.r with my questions. Why this
:an{l why this," Fuller sald. “And

Ihe'd Just put hls arm sround me
hnd eav "Well, have frith, my son’’

{E.:t I kind of wantad a litte more

lbl‘ an answer than that.”
¢- Fuller was Intreduzad to Radha
‘S-I:rarni through his ex.wile, e was
ﬁmng through some problems when
Is former wile told him she had
:I‘nund a guru. She encouraged him
fto atlend & meeling. .
i Fuller was skeplical, He re-
gmembers lninking: Yesh, right.
-Jusl whal ] need, & gurn,
I Bul Fuller did go to A mesting.

tHe read a book explainitg the.
. Sgroup,

ﬂ,’ﬂi
Those sesking Inltiation must be
‘n vegetarian for a year. They can't
ttake aleshol or drugs. And they
'Inw.- to lead "the hiblical good
»IH'E“ They must also read ahout
l'I.htﬂn group to balter underatand it
“Onea Lhet g done, they osk to he
“nltlaled by filling out & form. Ap-
<plications are ap;:-rumd by the gu-
“ru, or leader.
I 'oThe Initlation s typlcal In all
Iapiriluel paths,” Templer sald.
*'”inmehmos i's ealled christening,
.qnmpllmp: it's called bar mitzveh
vared £n AR’
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Members of the Radha Soaml Soclety Boas-Amarlca gather at lhelr center off U 5 3{}1 souith of
Fayetteville for @ Sunday meeling and feliowship.

tenlion &nd are not inleresied in

fellow the teechings of Chrlst In a

winning converts. At limes they are  wey thal wouldn't heve been possl-

hesilant (o telk about themselves,

kot they will explein thelr belisfs

and philosophies wheh predsed,
People “veurlly find oul about

Nadha Soaml elther H*rmtgh hooks
or hy eceldent.

Templer [alls Into the'latter cat.

ble lo me beford,” he sald.

The Radhs Sosmi movement ba-
gen in Indla In 1881 as an offshoot
of Sikhizm, 8 300.yesr-0ld rellglon

based on Hinduism, SIkh bollels are
based on the leschings of 10 agints.
Unlike Slkhs, Rodha Seamis balleve

cgary. He was having dinner al the  that human 4alhts, or gurus, are

home of friends end Found gut they

Etil] belng botn and can pais nlnng

were vegelariens. When he began  _now teschings.

asking * questions lhes* aventuallr
told Blm why, -

"“They " Weren't' bﬁrﬂmﬂaﬂ{

-forihcoming becaute thoy'didh

~Tn the 18p0x, the Hadha Edamh
ApllL Many of the followats raldst.
-&d the guri thozed by the group's |
-lefiderd and inttead bégan ﬁﬁmlng

want ttli b dpushlnn‘ thelr vihm."'. “Jaital Slngh, who' setlled-In the

Templer sald. “And ! suppose I'm
pretty much the same.” :

Templer sald ha wil| BREWST |
peopla’s quostions, but he dbesn't
try to influgnce them, “And I think
thet's the w.’a}' It's supposed Lo be,"
he xald, -

“[ keep thlnkkng of that quote In’
St. John: "You have nol chosan me,
I have chosen you." ™

. -Indlan ety of Beas. There, Radhs !
n::mmi Salsang Bohs was born, .
Chapters began organlzing In
lhﬂ 1.8, in 1811, There ara ah esll:
maled 14,000 tnembars i the Unit.
ed States ahd mora thah 2 mmiun
wnr!ﬂw]de, Templer gald. ~ - .

- Unllke some religious soely, lhrz

‘Radha Soamis do hol turn over

thelr earnings or pozsesslons th the

Membaers sppraclated that when  guru, The gurus, or masters, eam

they wera first rludying Radha

Soaml. They were ahle to ask ques-

Uonz, they sald, withoul ever feel.
ing pressurcd to nccept the teach-
ings.

Steve Clouse, a professor al N.C,
Slale Unlversily, was Inltlsted In
1074, : ‘-I".il' 3
Not pushy

“"Onre thing thet sliratted me-
aboul Lhis path was Lhat no one wis

said.

ter more than 20 yoars Bgo. v .
"To me, God was some entlty In
heaven,”" she sald. “There was an

unceriainty about how he waos con-

nected to me and me {o him."”
Radha Boaml, she said, “has

néadr_* ne more ]:-crmnul]:r connest.
{: 11

People den'l glve up their more
arthodox religlons when they are
inltiated. Templer, for example,
was reared by an Eplscopsiian
priest. He still considers himself &
Chrislian cven though he adheres Lo
the Radha Soaml belicfs.

Lrylng 1o push it on you," E!pi:!a_

thelr own tiving. Two served in the
military, one was & unlvarsity vice
principal, one was & lawyer. The
current -master,' Gurinder Singh,
wos a huh[.u.ﬁs'#ﬁ L

- Many Urmes, Templer sald, I.'I‘u‘.'-

Kurus are ralired from thelr prm'ns
! ;ﬂngn h;r lhe Hma they taks ovef as.
N Jehder,

Cho SRR AR, b
Lika 1he Hadhn Soamls them-
‘selves, the' sludy -centér. wid inol

deslgned to - dfaw “kitentiof iThe’
blug and white metal building re~

sembles. - buslnesy’ mors: thah B,

-Renee Hulnhamm A a'rthitenl‘ Htl!glnt.l - tanler, ‘hasimplmﬁru-bd
trom Cary; v.lal taleed in'thé Jewst ll'[

and saveral months 1eter, kp~ s[RItk iShaL AN Red th i THe L btlls o3 G0 red
for Intilatlon, Redhd Shhhil l; Fﬁﬂgﬂ*ﬁﬁlﬁgﬁ i Hﬂﬁﬁw

“Halls Wind thtoughSiha; pl!l'
“Tha Ia.mis ping Is K hmh :
ers, trees and shrubs thet- htip t:i'ﬁ- ‘.

ale a calm, peacelul 'ﬂtmﬁlphate_r;ﬁ
There arp two homes on the

Thipn al the ﬁrlvewﬁr tende? "RE L

property: one for Lhe carelaker and
anather for visils from Gurlnder
Singh or lis representative; Gurin.
der Slngh comes lo America about
once every thres yoesrs, :

Events and meetings .
Members of the local chapter

use the center every Supday, But {t°

war hulll primarlly to provide the

A I-'I'lr

f}hil:'e 1 hold Hg{nnall or natlnnn]
niertings. The larger evenls, held
pboul twiee & yenr, draw IJrE'DpIﬂ
{rom across the tountry and can
last Lhree to four days. The ovents
cahi draw an estimaled 1200 to
1,400 genplei The number awells
when Gurinder Singh is leading the
meetings. When Slngh was Here last
Augusl, en estimated 4,000 people
gllended the meellngs.

.. Before the cenler opened in
lﬂﬂﬁ the group rented space In are-

i p’mm hjl' Mie Ep-ml:rr i

|

- s mﬁd coulsciims, Local members -

\raveled across tie slate to mest [

private homes of in hotels t'd:r lhelr :

Sundn‘ fellowship: .-
.00 8. recent’ Shnday - mﬂrhtnﬂ.
xmembwa walked - around ;thé '

gruund: or drank tea In the k1t¢hen :,
“whilo walllng for the meeting- lu i

begin™ Five mlnules befobe ‘11, &
‘men walked to & microphond and.
‘bogan " Einglng: shabds, devollional: .

pderh¥ ot songs praising God. Some’ |

arg sre sung In Hifdl-Punjabl, a
language native to Indla.

Tha meeling begink hrumpﬂ:.r at *
11, Fayelieville businassman Rajan

Shamdasan!, sn Indian natlona)

who led the effort to bulld the cen- !
"ter here, Is the xpeaker. He 18 one -

of gbout A dozen who rotalé the

responalblifty.

He lefls members that whalsver :
good or bad they do in this world,

they musl suffer tha conseguences.
During the lecture he refers to Je-
su¥, Muhammad and Lhe Nible. He
user perables to help convey the
me&sage :

At time.! Shﬁiﬂﬂl!mlielﬁ ques.
l1a'1iné “ipntournglhg* mehtérs to
| think about how trluj live tha[r ol
Tives.” Sorike
they Hsten Lo thu ‘words. :

“The medtittgs aro flimllet td ser- -

mndns praached i mors 1taditlonal
religions services, The spraker
1alks fof eboul 55 minutes. Before
the metllng ends, members lislen
to & recording of Chersn Singh an-
Ewering
Allerward,

grounds, or walk the tralls.

“This path ... we gat together in
fetlowship end love,' eald Shantl
Natarajan, who lives in Charlotte.
"Regardiess of the place, (hal al-
ways exfsis”

ifgl"tefn ety

v e

B

uesllons aboul the path. .'
membera have 8 pol- -
luck Junch. Some work around the



